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transfer or his retention. But, if the matter be yet
unsettled, I ask and beseech Your Paternity, as far
as I can, to prolong his term. The times will not
always be the same; the same necessities will not
always exist. After another three years, some one
else can succeed him, if not with equal usefulness,
yet certainly with less injury and peril. This one
thing is what I beseech of Your Paternity,— being
ready, nevertheless, for all things, if it should hap-
pen otherwise than I desire, for what I wish, I wish
but little, and only in so far as it will conduce to the
greater glory of God. It is mine to propose, but for
God to dispose. I furthermore beg Your Paternity
to bestow on me your blessing.

Your Very Reverend Paternity's
Most humble and most Obedient

Servant in Christ,
JEAN DE BREBEUF.

From the Residence of Ste. Marie,
among the hurons, in new france.

June 2, 1648.


